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This coming year, 2017, marks a big anniversary for the Lutheran Church, the 500th 

anniversary of the beginning of the Lutheran Reformation.  On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther 

posted 95 theses on the front door of the newly constructed Castle Church in Wittenberg, 

Germany.  So what were the 95 theses?  In short, they were a collection of statements which 

challenged some of the teachings and practices of the Catholic Church, especially in the area of 

repentance and forgiveness of sins, and which defended the Scriptural teaching that we are 

saved, not by anything we do, but only by faith in the reconciliation that Jesus won for us 

through His death and resurrection.   

Why did he do it?  Why did Luther start the Lutheran Reformation?  In a commentary he 

wrote on Psalm 82, Luther reveals that he never wanted to start a reformation.  There wasn’t a 

particular morning where Martin Luther woke up and said to himself, “I think I’d like to take on 

the Roman Catholic Church today.”  But the more he studied the Scriptures, the better he began 

to see the pure message of the gospel.  And he started to discover just how much that gospel was 

being confused and concealed by some of the practices and teachings of the church.  It was the 

love of Christ that Luther found in the gospel, together with His calling as a professor of 

theology that compelled him to reform the church around the gospel truth. 

We find a somewhat similar situation in the city of Corinth just a few decades after the 

death and resurrection of Jesus.  In 52 AD, the Apostle Paul founded a Christian congregation in 

Corinth which was a booming port city and trade center in Greece.  Within five years from the 

founding of that congregation, it fell under attack from within by men who were confusing and 

concealing the pure message of the gospel.  When Paul heard what was going on, he felt 

compelled by the love of Christ and his calling as the spiritual father of that church to write a 

letter to them to reform their congregation by clarifying once again the central truths of the 

gospel and outlining their mission in response to the gospel. 

The text that we’re going to look at this morning is just that.  It’s a summary of the basic 

truths of the gospel followed by a presentation of the attitude that is becoming both for those 

who preach the gospel and for those who hear it.  As I was studying our text this week, I was 

reminded of the theme that we’ve chosen to identify our synod.  If you look at our synod’s logo 

(pictured below), underneath the acronym, “WELS,” we have the phrase, “Christ’s Love, Our 

Calling.”  That’s really what our text this morning is all about.  So as we give our attention now 

to the Word of God through the apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 5, listen for those two themes.  

Where do you hear our Savior’s love?  And where do you hear our calling in response to that 

love? 

Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that One died for all, and therefore 

all died.  15 And He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but 

for Him who died for them and was raised again. 
16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view.  Though we once 

regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 

new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!  18 All this is from God, who 
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reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that 

God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against 

them.  And He has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  20 We are therefore 

Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.  We implore you 

on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.  21 God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, 

so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:14-21). 

The first question is where do we see Christ’s Love?  Where do we see God’s saving love 

for us in these verses?  We see it in that word that was repeated five times in those verses: 

reconciliation.  Alright, so what is reconciliation?  This is what I found in Webster’s Dictionary: 

Reconciliation, noun, the act of causing two people or groups to become friendly again after an 

argument or disagreement.  The two parties that we’re looking at are here people and God.   

God wants to have a friendly relationship—a loving relationship—with people.  He wants 

to love us by caring and providing for us, and He wants us to love Him by glorifying and serving 

Him.  When God created the world and made Adam and Eve, that perfect, friendly, loving 

relationship was there.  But it didn’t last very long, did it?  Adam and Eve decided that instead of 

loving and serving God they were going to love and serve themselves and so they disobeyed 

God’s command and sinned because they thought that was what was best for them.  And that 

changed the relationship between people and God.  Now, instead of being on friendly terms with 

God, they were enemies.  They hid from God in fear because they knew that He had told them if 

they broke His commandment the punishment was death. 

As the saying goes, “the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.”  Ever since that relationship 

between God and people changed, each and every one of us has inherited that same, sinful 

tendency to glorify and serve ourselves rather than God who created us and loves and provides 

for us.  What we deserve for failing to love God, is for God to stop loving us.  That’s what death 

and hell really are, they are separation from God and His love and all of His blessings. 

But thank God, that what we deserve is not what we have received.  When Adam and Eve 

sinned for that very first time, God did not stop loving them.  He could have ended it all right 

then and cut them off from His blessings and His love.  Instead, He kept on loving them and He 

made them a promise.  He promised that He was going to send a Savior who would reconcile 

their relationship with God.  Rather than destroying Adam and Eve God was going to restore 

them by sending a Savior who take the enmity that had formed between them and God and 

placing it between them and the devil where it belonged so that their relationship with God could 

once again be one of friendship and of love. 

That Savior is God’s Son, Jesus, whom He sent into this world to pay the penalty for our 

sins.  Paul tells us, Jesus died for all people and therefore all people died.  Jesus died for you 

and therefore you died!  Verse 21 says, God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us.  Jesus 

died as the penalty for Adam’s sin, and for Eve’s, and for yours, and for mine.  And so in God’s 

eyes you died, I died, we all died.  The sinful person who deserved to die is dead, because Jesus 

gave up His life in our place! 

And it doesn’t end there either, because it didn’t end with Jesus dying on the cross.  Jesus 

rose again.  Just as Jesus’ death means that all people died, His resurrection means that all people 

have life.  Verse 17 says, anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  That means that everyone 

with faith in Jesus as their Savior has been given a new life!   

You were brought into Christ when you were baptized into His name, and when the Holy 

Spirit created faith in your heart through the power of God’s Word.  The old is gone.  Being 

baptized into Christ means being connected to His death.  Your sin—your broken relationship 
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with God—died on the cross with Jesus and was buried with Him in the tomb.  The old has 

gone, the new is here!  Being baptized into Jesus means being connected to His resurrection.  

You have become a new creation; you have been given a new life.  And your relationship with 

God has been reconciled.  That relationship is friendly and loving again, as God continues loving 

us by caring and providing for us even when it meant sending His Son to die as the Savior from 

our sins, and as we now love God by serving and glorifying Him.  That’s the message of 

reconciliation: God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might 

become the righteousness of God.  He put our sin and the punishment for our sin on Jesus and 

in exchange, He has given us Jesus’ righteousness and perfection. 

So that’s Christ’s love, the message of reconciliation, the message of the gospel.  We 

ruined our relationship with God by loving and serving ourselves instead of Him.  But rather 

than taking away His love from us, Jesus took the punishment in our place and gave us a new 

life, so that we could be reconciled to God.  That’s why the center of the logo for our church is a 

blue cross.  Because the central message of Scripture is Christ’s love for sinful people like you 

and me, love which He demonstrated by giving up His life on the cross to take away our sins and 

give us His righteousness. 

But then we’ve got these red circles emanating out from the center of the cross.  And that 

represents our calling.  Verses 18 and 19 say that God has given—has committed—to us this 

gospel message of reconciliation.  Verse 20 goes on to say that We are Christ’s ambassadors, 

as though God were making His appeal through us.  Who is Paul talking about when he says 

“we” or “us” here in these verses?  He’s definitely including himself, he’s including people like 

Timothy who had visited Corinth after Paul left and who continued proclaiming that message of 

reconciliation.  He’s talking about the rest of the apostles, Peter and the Twelve whom Jesus had 

personally sent out into the world with as His witnesses and ambassadors, preaching the good 

news of salvation from sins through Jesus in Jerusalem and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.  

He’s talking about your pastors and missionaries who have been called to preach the gospel 

today. 

Ultimately though, Paul is talking about every single one of us.  All of us who have been 

led to faith by the Holy Spirit and are now enjoying this new, loving, friendly relationship with 

God have been called by God to be His ambassadors.  We’ve been given the message of 

reconciliation and commissioned to share it with the world.  Because that message isn’t just for 

you and me, it’s for everyone.  Jesus died for all, so that all might live.  Just like it compelled 

Martin Luther, just like it compelled the Apostle Paul, Christ’s love now compels us to see that 

the ministry of reconciliation is carried out, that the message of the gospel is proclaimed in truth 

and in purity to all people. 

It compels us to do that by giving us a new perspective on life.  Going back to verse 16, 

Paul said, from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view.  Though we once 

regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  Viewing someone from a worldly point of 

view means looking at the externals, things like looks, age, gender, ethnicity, education, social 

status, etc.  And from that, a worldly person tries to evaluate what those other people have to 

offer them.  It’s that same, certain, sinful tendency that always looks for how I can love and 

serve myself.  How can these other people play into me loving and serving myself?  What do 

they have to offer me? 

That’s the old, sinful point of view though.  The one that was put to death on the cross.  

In Christ, we are a new creation and from now on we have a new perspective.  Paul says that he 

even used to regard Jesus from a worldly point of view.  He saw Jesus as a dead man who had 
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absolutely nothing to offer him and he dedicated his time and energy into stopping people who 

were claiming that Jesus had been the Messiah.  But Paul’s perspective changed when he was 

brought to faith that day when Jesus appeared to him on the road to Damascus.  The Word of 

God which Jesus spoke to Paul worked faith in his heart that Jesus was the Messiah, the Savior 

whom God had promised all the way back in the Garden of Eden, who would reconcile the world 

to God.  That faith led Paul to see Jesus’ death on the cross not as a pitiful defeat but as a 

glorious victory.  And faith, the love of Christ at work in Paul’s heart, led him to see everyone 

else as the people whom Jesus won that victory for.  And so Paul was compelled to deliver that 

message to them. 

In Christ you are a new creation, you have been given the message, the ministry, of 

reconciliation, and you have been given a new perspective.  Don’t look at the people at work or 

school, the people you stand in line with at the supermarket, or the people who live right next 

door as people who might have something to offer you.  That’s the old, self-serving outlook that 

was done away with on the cross.  Look at them as people whom you have something to offer to.  

They are people whom Jesus died for to bring them forgiveness from their sins and eternal life in 

heaven.  And He has appointed you to be His ambassador—His administrator of that message of 

reconciliation. 

And remember, it is Christ’s love which compels us to fulfill our calling.  It’s His work at 

the cross that compels us to carry that message out into the world.  So when the work gets hard 

(and it will!) like it did for Paul and for Luther, come back to the source.  Sit down with your 

Bible and soak up the love that God has poured out for you.  Recharge your batteries so that you 

can continue the work that He’s called you to. 

We often speak of what a treasure the Lutheran Reformation was.  And this is why.  The 

great treasure of the Reformation was that it once again brought to the forefront the ministry and 

message of reconciliation: that God in Christ has reconciled the world to Himself and no longer 

holds our sins against us.  May God give us strength to continue that Reformation as we study 

and proclaim the truths of His Word.  

To Him be all glory and honor and thanks and praise forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 


